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Fiscal Implications:   None. 1	
  

Department Testimony:  The Department of Health (Department) supports this measure with 2	
  

comments.  Cesspools are a major source of pollution to Hawaii’s waters. There are 3	
  

approximately 88,000 cesspools in the State, discharging approximately 53 million gallons of 4	
  

untreated sewage into the groundwater every day.  There is an urgent need to protect the public 5	
  

health and environment with cesspool upgrades as soon as feasible.  These upgrades can be to 6	
  

sewer or individual wastewater systems that comply with the Department’s Chapter 11-62, 7	
  

Hawaii Administrative Rules.  8	
  

The cost of upgrades will be high, averaging $20,000 to $30,000. The Department is open to 9	
  

various forms of financial support for homeowners who upgrade.  This measure appears to 10	
  

extend the income tax credit program for another five years, but as written, it appears to limit the 11	
  

income tax credit to large capacity cesspools and cesspools certified by a county or private sewer 12	
  

company to be appropriate for connection to its existing sewer system.  The Department 13	
  

recommends amending the measure to include all cesspools in the State of Hawaii as qualified 14	
  

cesspools, if that was the intent of the bill. 15	
  

Offered Amendments:  Revise the measure to include all cesspools in the State of Hawaii as 16	
  

qualified cesspools that would be eligible for the income tax credit.	
  17	
  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.	
  18	
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To:  The Honorable Nicole E. Lowen, Chair; 
  The Honorable Tina Wildberger, Vice Chair; 
  and Members of the House Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection 
 
From:  Rona M. Suzuki, Director 
  Department of Taxation 

 
Re: H.B. 1723, Relating to Cesspools 

Date: Tuesday, February 11, 2020 
Time: 9:15 A.M. 

Place:  Conference Room 325, State Capitol 
 
 The Department of Taxation (Department) appreciates the intent of this measure and 
provides the following comments regarding H.B. 1723. 
 

H.B. 1723 extends the repeal date of the tax credit for the upgrade, conversion, or 
connection of a qualified cesspool to a sewer system until December 31, 2025, and eliminates the 
geographical limitations for qualified cesspools. The measure is effective upon approval  

 
The Department is able to administer this measure with its current effective date. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. 
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February 7, 2020 

 
TO:         The Honorable Nicole E. Lowen, Chair 

 The Honorable Tina Wildberger, Vice Chair 
House Committee on Energy & Environment 

 

   

FROM: Kelly Takaya King 
 Councilmember 

  

SUBJECT: HEARING OF FEBRUARY 11, 2020; TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 
1723, RELATING TO CESSPOOLS 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this important measure.  The 
purpose of this measure is to extend tax credits for the upgrade, conversion, or 
connection of a qualified cesspool to a sewer system, and eliminate the geographical 
limitations for qualified cesspools. 

This measure is in the Hawaii State Association of Counties Legislative Package. 
I offer this testimony in my capacity as an individual member of the Maui County 
Council. 
 
I support this measure for the following reasons: 

1. In 2005, the EPA banned large-capacity cesspools under the Safe Drinking 
Water Act. The Legislature found in 2015 when enacting Act 120, that 
cesspools are holes in the ground that contaminate groundwater, drinking 
water sources, streams, and the ocean, by releasing millions of gallons of 
untreated sewage into the ground every day.  

2. In 2017, the legislature enacted Act 125, requiring every cesspool on Hawaii, 
by January 1, 2050, to be upgraded or converted to a septic system or aerobic 
treatment system, or connected to a sewage system. 

3. We need to extend the tax credits for all cesspool upgrades, conversions, or 
connections to a sewer system to not just those cesspools located more than 
500 feet of a shoreline, perennial stream, or wetland. This will help 
tremendously to meeting the goal of Act 125 to protect our waters. 

For the foregoing reasons, I support this measure   

http://www.mauicounty.us/
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           Hawaii needs to address its worsening problem of sewage pollution running off into 

drinking waters and nearshore waters. Please pass this bill, with amendments, to help address 

this problem. Thank you for the opportunity to testify! 

 

      Alan B. Burdick, for HIROC 

     Burdick808@gmail.com  486-1018 
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Comments:  

Dear Honorable Committee Members: 

Please support HB1723 to protect Hawaii's fragile marine ecosystem. 

Thank you for the opportunity to present my testimony. 

Andrea Quinn 

Kihei  
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HUMAN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS COMMITTEE 
ENVIRONMENTAL CAUCUS 

 

Tuesday, February 11, 2020 

House Bill 1723 
Testifying in STRONG SUPPORT 
 
Aloha Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Wildberger, and Members of the Committee on Energy & 
Environmental Protection:  
 
The Human Environmental Impacts Committee, Environmental Caucus of the Democratic Party 
of Hawai`i, stands in STRONG SUPPORT of HB1723.  This measure extends the tax credits for the 
upgrade, conversion, or connection of a qualified cesspool to a sewer system from December 31, 
2020 to December 31, 2025, and eliminates the geographical limitation for qualified cesspools. 
 
This measure is reasonable and justifiable considering the 88,000 existing cesspools within the 
State of Hawai`i making Hawai`i the number one state in the nation with the greatest number of 
cesspools per capita than any other state in the Union.   This measure is necessary to assist in 
meeting the legally mandated cesspool conversion requirement by 2050. 
 
In May 5, 2018, at the O`ahu County Democrats Convention, out of dire concern for the 
continuous environmental damage and immediate future risk to the environment, to human life, 
and to wildlife and marine life, as already witnessed by the environmental demise of Kane`ohe 
Bay, and illnesses and sores suffered by individuals who live, swim, play, fish, pick limu, and boat 
in Kane`ohe Bay through staphylococcus aureus and other bacterial skin infections, and MRSA, 
the Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (resistant to many antibiotics); and in Upcountry 
Maui, where its drinking water aquifer is at-risk of fecal coliform bacteria contamination from 
human sewage, the following OCC Resolution was adopted: 
 
OC 2018-5. Urging Cesspool Abatement Measures  

Whereas, Thousands of cesspools throughout the islands are threatening drinking water supplies, 
coral reefs and the health of the people who swim, surf, and consume the marine life in popular 
places; and  
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